Hull-House in 1932
which disposes of the garbage from restaurants and hotels, has
been regularly visited by people in groups of as many as twenty
at a time who pounce upon anything that looks edible before
it is thrown into the furnace. The women complained to in-
vestigators that the men took an unfair advantage by jumping
on the truck before it was unloaded 5 but a code had finally
been established by which different sets of people would come
at different times every day so that everybody was given a
chance. Another dump at Thirty-first Street and Cicero Avenue
has been the center of a Hooverville of three hundred people.
The family of a laid-off restaurant dish-washer lived on
food from the dump for two years. They had to cook it on the
gas of the people downstairs, as their own had been shut off.
Their little girl got ptomaine poisoning. Two veterans of the
World War who had been expelled with the bonus army from
Washington and made their homes in the fire-boxes of an old
kiln, were dependent on the dump for some time, though a
buddy of theirs found he could do better by panhandling at
people's doors. One widow with a child of nine who had form-
erly made $18 a week in a factory and who has since been liv-
ing on $4 a week relief and two or three hours' work a day at
fifty cents an hour, has tried to get along without garbage but
has had to fall back on it frequently during a period of three
years. Another widow who used to do housework and laundry,
but who was finally left without any work, fed herself and her
fourteen-year-old son on garbage. Before she picked up the
meat, she would always take off her glasses so that she couldn't
see the maggots 5 but it sometimes made the boy so sick to look
at it and smell it that he couldn't bring himself to eat. He was
badly undernourished and weighed only eighty-two pounds.
Many people in the Cicero Avenue Hooverville have been
poisoned from eating garbage, and some of them have died.
One man ate a can of condemned crab-meat which had been
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